
Professor Hanhimäki studied at Tampere University (Finland), where he received his BA in 
1987. Between 1988 and 1993 he completed his MA and Ph.D. degrees in international history 
at Boston University, while teaching at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Bishop's 
University (Canada). He then held fellowships at the Charles Warren Center for Studies in 
American History at Harvard University (1993-94) and the Contemporary History Institute at 
Ohio University (1994-95). Between 1995 and 2000, Hanhimäki was a member of the 
International History Department at the London School of Economics. He joined the Institute’s 
faculty as Professor of International History and Politics in 2000. In 2006 he was named 
“Finland Distinguished Professor” by the Academy of Finland. 
 
A specialist in the Cold War and American foreign policy he has published books and articles 
on a number of topics, ranging from the origins of the Soviet-American confrontation to the 
reassessment of European security concerns in the aftermath of the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. His recent books include The Flawed Architect: Henry Kissinger and American 
Foreign Policy, (2004); Understanding the Cold War: A History with Documents and Eye-
Witness Accounts (2003, 2004); and An International History of the Twentieth Century (2008). 
 
In addition to American foreign policy, Professor Hanhimäki’s current work focuses on the 
role of international organizations. In 2008 he will publish United Nations: A Very Short 
Introduction. He is also currently co-ordinating a project “UNHCR and the Global Cold War”. 
 
Professor Hanhimäki has been a recipient of numerous fellowships and awards from various 
institutes and foundation bodies in Europe and North America. Among these are: the British 
Academy, the Finnish Academy, the Norwegian Nobel Institute, the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada, and the United States Institute of Peace. He has 
lectured at universities throughout North America and Europe, and is one of the founding 
editors of the journal Cold War History. 

 


