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FALEH ABDEL JABBAR
FALEH ABDEL JABBAR IS DIRECTOR OF THE IRAQ INSTITUTE 
FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES IN BEIRUT. Previously, he was lecturer 
at the Department of Law, Governance and International Rela-
tions at the London Metropolitan University, Senior Fellow at 
the United States Institute of Peace (USIP) in New York and 
Research Fellow at the School of Politics and Sociology of the 
Birkbeck College at the University of London. A sociologist by 
training, Dr Jabbar was also Director of the Iraq Cultural Forum 
(ICF), a research group working in conjunction with Birkbeck 
College and the School of African and Oriental Studies (SOAS) 
in London. His publications include The Shi’ ite Movement in Iraq 
(2003), Tribes and Power in the Middle East (2002) and Ayatol-
lahs, Sufis and Ideologues (2002), all published by Saqi Books, 
London. He is a contributor to the Middle East Research and 
Information Project (MERIP) and has authored reports for the 
International Crisis Group (ICG).

ANNA AKASOY
ANNA AKASOY IS PROFESSOR OF ISLAMIC INTELLECTUAL 
HISTORY AT HUNTER COLLEGE AND AT THE GRADUATE 
CENTRE OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. Her research 
interests include the literature and culture of the Islamic world, 
the intellectual history of the medieval Islamic world as well as 
contacts between the Islamic world and other cultures. Her 
publications include Philosophie und Mystik in der späten Almo-
hadenzeit – Die Sizilianischen Fragen des Ibn Sab‛īn (Brill, 2006), 
Rashīd al-Dīn, Agent and Mediator of Cultural Exchanges in Ilkha-
nid Iran, edited with Charles Burnett and Ronit Yoeli-Tlalim 
(London: Warburg Institute, 2013); Renaissance Averroism and 
its Aftermath – Arabic Philosophy in Early Modern Europe, edited 
with Guido Giglioni (Springer, 2013); Islam and Tibet – Interac-
tions along the Musk Routes, edited with Charles Burnett and 
Ronit Yoeli-Tlalim (Ashgate, 2010).
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LISA ANDERSON
LISA ANDERSON IS THE JAMES T. SHOTWELL PROFESSOR 
EMERITA OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AT THE SCHOOL OF 
INTERNATIONAL AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS (SIPA) AT COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY IN NEW YORK. A specialist on politics in the 
Middle East and North Africa, Professor Anderson served as 
Dean of SIPA from 1996 to 2008 and as chair of Columbia 
University’s Political Science department and Director of the 
Middle East Institute. Before joining Columbia, she was Assis-
tant Professor of Government and Social Studies at Harvard 
University. A past president of the Middle East Studies Associ-
ation and past chair of the board of the Social Science 
Research Council, she is a former member of the Council of the 
American Political Science Association. Professor Anderson is 
the author of Pursuing Truth, Exercising Power – Social Science 
and Public Policy in the Twenty-first Century (Columbia Univer-
sity Press, 2003), The State and Social Transformation in Tunisia 
and Libya, 1820-1980 (Princeton University Press, 1986), editor 
of Transitions to Democracy (Columbia University Press, 1999) 
and co-editor of The Origins of Arab Nationalism (Columbia 
1991).

OMAR ASHOUR
OMAR ASHOUR IS SENIOR LECTURER IN SECURITY STUDIES 
AND MIDDLE EAST POLITICS DIRECTOR OF DOCTORAL 
STUDIES AT EXETER UNIVERSITY. Dr Ashour previously 
served as a senior consultant for the United Nations on secu-
rity sector reform, counter-terrorism and de-radicalisation 
issues. He co-authored the United Nations’ Economic and 
Social Commission for West Asia’s (UN-ESCWA) document on 
security sector reform during the transitional periods of the 
Arab Spring. He also served as a Research Fellow at the Brook-
ings Institution for five years and is currently an Associate 
Fellow at the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham 
House) in London. Dr Ashour is the author of The De-Radicalisa-
tion of Jihadists – Transforming Armed Islamist Movements 
(New York, London: Routledge, 2009) and of the Brookings and 
Brookings-Stanford Papers Collusion to Collision – Islamist-Mil-
itary Relations in Egypt (2015), From Bad Cop to Good Cop? The 
Challenges of Security Sector Reform in Egypt (2012) and Libyan 
Islamists Unpacked – Rise, Transformation and Future (2012).

BERTRAND BADIE
BERTRAND BADIE IS PROFESSEUR DES UNIVERSITÉS EN 
SCIENCES POLITIQUES AT SCIENCES PO PARIS, where he 
directs the Doctoral Programme in International Relations. 
Previously, he served as Director of the Centre for International 
Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution at Sciences Po Paris and 
was the Director of Publications at the Presses de Sciences Po. 
He was Vice-President of the International Political Science 
Association (IPSA) and President of the Scientific Committee of 
the French Institute of Near East Studies (IFPO). He is the 
author notably of The Sociology of the State (University of 
Chicago Press, 1983), Les Deux États – Pouvoir et Société en 
Occident et en Terre d’Islam (1987), The International Encyclo-
paedia of Political Science (2008) with D. Berg-Schlosser and  
L. Morlino, The Imported State (Stanford University State, 
2000), The Diplomacy of Connivance (Palgrave Macmillan 2012) 
and Le Temps des Humiliés (2014).

JOSEPH BAHOUT
JOSEPH BAHOUT IS VISITING SCHOLAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
PROGRAMME AT THE CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTER-
NATIONAL PEACE IN WASHINGTON, where his research 
focuses on political developments in Lebanon and Syria, 
regional spill-over from the Syrian crisis and identity politics 
across the region. Previously, he was Professor of Middle East-
ern Studies at Sciences Po Paris (2005–2014) and Senior 
Fellow at the International Diplomatic Academy in Paris. He 
also served as a Professor of Political Sociology and Interna-
tional Relations at the University Saint-Joseph in Lebanon, and 
Researcher at the Beirut-based Centre d’Études et de 
Recherches sur le Moyen-Orient Contemporain. A member of 
the Scientific Board of the French Institute of Near East Stud-
ies (IFPO), he served as a permanent consultant for the Policy 
Planning Unit at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He is 
the author of books on Syria’s business community and its 
political outlook (1994), and Lebanon’s political reconstruction 
(1998).
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GOPALAN BALACHANDRAN
GOPALAN BALACHANDRAN IS PROFESSOR OF INTERNA-
TIONAL HISTORY AND POLITICS AT THE GRADUATE INSTI-
TUTE IN GENEVA and Fellow of the Centre for Development 
Economics, Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi. 
Earlier, he was a Professor at the Department of Economics of 
the University of Delhi. His research interests include cross- 
disciplinary post-colonial studies with particular reference to 
re-interpreting histories and practices of the contemporary 
modern. He also works on the histories of colonialism and 
decolonisation, and their continuing significance for the  
present. Professor Balachandran is the author of John Bullion’s 
Empire – Britain’s Gold Problems and India between the Wars 
(London, 1996, 2013 and 2015), Globalising Labour? – Indian 
Seafarers and World Shipping, c. 1870-1945 (Delhi and Oxford, 
2012), India and the World Economy, 1850-1950 (Delhi and 
Oxford, 2003/2006) and The Reserve Bank of India, 1951-1967 
(Delhi and Oxford, 1998).

MATTHEW BAMBER
MATTHEW BAMBER IS A PH.D. CANDIDATE AT THE GRADUATE 
INSTITUTE IN GENEVA. Mr. Bamber earned a Master’s in Inter-
national Affairs at the Graduate Institute in 2016 with a 
specialisation in the Middle East and Islamist militant  
groups, and earlier a Bachelor from the School of Oriental and 
African Studies at the University of London. His doctoral 
research examines the Islamic State and is tentatively entitled  
“The State of the Islamic State: An Assessment of ISIS’ 
State-Building Project in its Iraqi and Syrian Territory”.

AMATZIA BARAM
AMATZIA BARAM IS PROFESSOR EMERITUS AT THE DEPART-
MENT OF THE HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE EAST AND DIRECTOR 
OF THE CENTRE FOR IRAQ STUDIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
HAIFA IN ISRAEL. He served as chairman of the Department of 
Middle East History and as Director of the Jewish-Arab Centre 
in Haifa University and in the Institute for Middle East Studies. 
Professor Baram was a Senior Associate Member at  
St. Antony’s College, Oxford, a Senior Fellow at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Centre for Scholars, at the U.S. Institute 
of Peace and at the Brookings Institution in Washington. He is 
the author of Culture, History and Ideology in the Formation of 
Ba’thist Iraq, 1968-89 (St. Martin’s Press, 1991), Iraq’s Road to 
War (Palgrave, 1996), and Saddam Husayn and Islam,  
1968-2003 – Ba’thi Iraq from Secularism to Faith (John Hopkins 
Press, 2014). 

JEAN-FRANÇOIS BAYART
JEAN-FRANÇOIS BAYART IS PROFESSOR OF ANTHROPOLOGY 
AND SOCIOLOGY AT THE GRADUATE INSTITUTE IN GENEVA 
where he holds the Yves Oltramare Chair for Religion and  
Politics in the Contemporary World. He is also Director of the 
Chair of Comparative African Studies at the Université  
Mohammed VI Polytechnique in Rabat, Morocco and Director 
of the Fonds d’Analyse des Sociétés Politiques (FASOPO). 
Professor Bayart was Researcher at the French National 
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) from 1976 to 2015 and 
Director of CERI from 1994 to 2000, and is founder of the  
Politique Africaine (1980) and Critique Internationale (1998)  
journals. His books include L’État en Afrique – La Politique du 
Ventre (Fayard, 1989, 2006), L’Illusion Identitaire (Fayard, 1996), 
Le Gouvernement du Monde – Une Critique Politique de la 
Globalisation (Fayard, 2004), L’Islam Républicain – Ankara, 
Téhéran, Dakar (Albin Michel, 2010), Les Études postcoloniales 
– Un Carnaval Académique (Karthala, 2010) and L’Impasse 
Nationale-Libérale – Globalisation et Repli Identitaire (2017).
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CAROLYN BILTOFT
CAROLYN BILTOFT IS ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF INTERNA-
TIONAL HISTORY AT THE GRADUATE INSTITUTE in Geneva. 
Previously, she was Assistant Professor of History at Georgia 
State University. A graduate of Princeton University with a 
Ph.D. in Modern World History, Professor Biltoft’s authored 
book chapters on the League of Nations, ethnic minorities, 
language movements and the inter-war years in, respectively, 
the Elgar Handbook of Alternative Theories of Economic Develop-
ment (2016), National Economies – Volks-Wirtschaft, Racism and 
Economy in Europe Between the Wars (2015), The Legitimacy of 
Power – New Perspectives on the History of Political Economy, 
World History – Global and Local Interactions and Berkshire 
Encyclopaedia of World History volume III. Her forthcoming book 
is entitled Global Flesh and Spirit – The Information Age as Seen 
from the League of Nations.

KARIM ÉMILE BITAR
KARIM ÉMILE BITAR IS ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL 
SCIENCE AT THE UNIVERSITY SAINT-JOSEPH IN BEIRUT AND 
SENIOR FELLOW AT THE INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL 
AND STRATEGIC RELATIONS IN PARIS (IRIS). He is also a 
Professor of International Relations and of History of Political 
Thought at several French Grandes Écoles and a Research 
Associate at the Medea Institute in Brussels. A graduate of 
France’s National School of Administration (ENA, promotion 
Cyrano de Bergerac 1997-1999) and from Sciences Po Paris 
who also studied at Harvard University and Mc Gill University, 
Professor Bitar is the Editor of the monthly public affairs maga-
zine L’ENA hors les murs and the Vice-President of the Circle of 
Arab Economists.

RICCARDO BOCCO
RICCARDO BOCCO IS PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY 
AT THE GRADUATE INSTITUTE IN GENEVA. His main geograph-
ical area of fieldwork for the last thirty-five years has been the 
Near East with a particular focus on Jordan, Israel/Palestine 
and Lebanon. He has worked on development policies and 
state-building, humanitarian aid and refugees and the impact 
of international aid on civilian populations. Professor Bocco 
has been Director of the French Centre for Research on the 
Contemporary Middle East, based in Amman. During the 
2000s, he led large-scale research projects on international aid 
in the Near East for United Nations’ agencies. He recently 
notably co-edited a special issue (2016) of the journal  
Maghreb-Machrek on Religion et État – Logiques de la Séculari-
sation et de la Citoyenneté en Islam. His current project explores 
the role of documentary and fiction films in reconstructing 
collective identities during armed conflicts (Israel/Palestine) in 
post-civil wars (Lebanon) and in post-dictatorship contexts 
(Argentina and Chile).

FRANÇOIS BURGAT
FRANÇOIS BURGAT IS SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW IN  
POLITICAL SCIENCE AT THE FRENCH NATIONAL CENTRE FOR 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH based at the IREMAM in Aix-en-
Provence. He leads and is Principal Investigator of the Euro-
pean Research Council -suppor ted project on When 
Authoritarianism Fails in the Arab World (WAFA). Previously, 
he was Director of the French Institute of Near East Studies 
(IFPO) and also headed the French Centre of Archaeology and 
Social Sciences in Sana’a, Yemen (CFFAS). In addition to the 
twenty-five years he has spent in the Middle East and North 
Africa throughout his career, he has carried out and conducted 
several fieldwork expeditions in Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Syria, Egypt and Iran. He is a member of the European Council 
on Foreign Relations and the author notably of Face to Face 
with Political Islam (I.B. Tauris, 2003), Modernising Islam –  
Religion in the Public Sphere in the Middle East and Europe, with 
John Esposito (2002), Islamism in the Shadow of Al Qaeda 
(Texas University Press, 2008), Pas de Printemps pour la Syrie 
(2013) and Comprendre l’Islam Politique (La Découverte 2016).
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BENOÎT CHALLAND
BENOÎT CHALLAND IS ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY 
AT THE NEW SCHOOL FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH IN NEW YORK. 
Previously he was Assistant Professor at the Kevorkian Center 
for Near East Studies at New York University and Lecturer at 
the University of Bologna, and was Marie Curie Fellow at the 
History Department of the European University Institute.  
He was also Research Fellow at the Centre on Conflict, Devel-
opment and Peacebuilding at the Graduate Institute in Geneva. 
Professor Challand is notably the co-editor of The Struggle for 
Influence in the Middle East – The Arab Uprisings and Foreign 
Assistance (Routledge, 2016) and of Imagining Europe – Myth, 
Memory and Identity (Cambridge University Press, 2013) and 
the author of Palestinian Civil Society – Foreign Donors and the 
Power to Promote and Exclude (Routledge, 2009).

STEPHANIE CRONIN
STEPHANIE CRONIN HOLDS THE ROSHAN INSTITUTE VISITING 
RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP AT ST. ANTONY’S COLLEGE AND IS A 
MEMBER OF THE FACULTY OF ORIENTAL STUDIES AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD. She has also held the Iran Heritage 
Foundation fellowship and is the author of Armies and 
State-building in the Modern Middle East – Politics, Nationalism 
and Military Reform (I. B. Tauris, 2014), Shahs, Soldiers and 
Subalterns in Iran – Opposition, Protest and Revolt, 1921-1941 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), Tribal Politics in Iran – Rural Conflict 
and the New State, 1921-1941 (Routledge, 2006) and The Army 
and the Creation of the Pahlavi State in Iran, 1910-1926  
(I. B. Tauris, 1997). She is the editor of Subalterns and Social 
Protest – History from Below in the Middle East and North Africa 
(Routledge, 2007), Reformers and Revolutionaries in Modern 
Iran – New Perspectives on the Iranian Left (Routledge, 2004) 
and The Making of Modern Iran – State and Society under Riza 
Shah, 1921-1941 (Routledge, 2003).

HAMID DABASHI
HAMID DABASHI IS THE HAGOP KEVORKIAN PROFESSOR OF 
IRANIAN STUDIES AND COMPARATIVE LITERATURE AT 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. Professor Dabashi has taught and 
delivered lectures in several North American, European, Arab 
and Iranian universities. He has written eighteen books, edited 
four and contributed chapters to several on subjects ranging 
from Iranian Studies, medieval and modern Islam, and compar-
ative literature to world cinema and the philosophy of art. His 
books include Authority in Islam (1989), Theology of Discontent 
(1993), Truth and Narrative (1999), Close Up – Iranian Cinema, 
Past, Present, Future (2001), Staging a Revolution – The Art of 
Persuasion in the Islamic Republic of Iran (2000), Dreams of a 
Nation – On Palestinian Cinema (2006), Islamic Liberation Theol-
ogy – Resisting the Empire (Routledge, 2008), Post-Orientalism 
– Knowledge and Power in Time of Terror (Transaction Publish-
ers, 2009) and Can Non-Europeans Think? (Zed Books, 2015).

JUSSI HANHIMÄKI
JUSSI HANHIMÄKI IS PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL 
HISTORY AT THE GRADUATE INSTITUTE IN GENEVA. Previously, 
he was a Lecturer at the London School of Economics and a 
Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Centre for Schol-
ars in Washington. Professor Hanhimäki is the recipient of the 
2002 Bernath Prize from the Society for Historians of American 
Foreign Relations and was elected Finland Distinguished 
Professor in 2006. His publications include The Flawed Archi-
tect – Henry Kissinger and American Foreign Policy (Oxford 
University Press, 2004), Understanding the Cold War – A History 
with Documents and Eye-Witness Accounts (Oxford, 2004) with 
Odd Arne Westad, An International History of Terrorism – West-
ern and Non-Western Experiences (Routledge, 2013) with Bern-
hard Blumenau, The Rise and Fall of Détente – American Foreign 
Policy and the Transformation of the Cold War (Potomac Books, 
2013), United Nations – A Very Short Introduction (Oxford 
University Press, 2015) and Transatlantic Relations Since 1945 – 
An Introduction (Routledge, 2012) with Benedikt Schoenborn 
and Barbara Zanchetta.
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AIDAN HEHIR
AIDAN HEHIR IS READER IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND 
DIRECTOR OF THE SECURITY AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
PROGRAMME AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTMINSTER. He 
previously worked at the University of Limerick and the Univer-
sity of Sheffield. He is the co-convenor of the BISA Working 
Group on the Responsibility to Protect and is working on an 
ESRC-funded project on The Responsibility to Protect and 
Liberal Norms. His publications include Libya, The Responsibility 
to Protect and the Future of Humanitarian Intervention (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2013), Humanitarian Intervention – An Introduction 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2013), The Responsibility to Protect – 
Rhetoric, Reality and the Future of Humanitarian Intervention 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), International Law, Security and 
Ethics (Routledge, 2014) and State-Building – Theory and Prac-
tice (Routledge, 2009).

JÜLIDE KARAKOÇ
JÜLIDE K ARAKOÇ IS ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, ISTANBUL 
KEMERBURGAZ UNIVERSITY. She has authored scholarly arti-
cles in several journals including Middle Eastern Studies, 
Critique, Arab Studies Quarterly and Ethnic and Racial Studies. 
Professor Karakoç’s book, Authoritarianism in the Middle East – 
Before and After the Arab Uprisings, was published by Palgrave 
Macmillan in 2015.

AHMAD SAMIH KHALIDI
AHMAD SAMIH KHALIDI IS A SENIOR ASSOCIATE MEMBER 
OF ST ANTONY’S COLLEGE AT OXFORD UNIVERSITY. He is 
editor-in-chief of The Journal of Palestine Studies (Arabic 
edition) published by the Institute for Palestine Studies 
(Beirut). He was Associate Fellow of the Middle East program 
at Chatham House (Royal Institute for International Affairs) in 
London. Previously, he served as advisor to the Palestinian 
delegation at the Madrid/Washington peace talks in 1991-
1993 and as senior advisor on security to the Cairo-Taba 
PLO-Israeli talks in 1993 and was co-chair of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences project on Israeli-Palestinian 
security in 1993-1995. He is the author of Track-2 Diplomacy – 
Lessons from the Middle East (MIT Press, 2003), A Palestinian 
National Security Framework (Chatham House, 2006) and, with 
Hussein Agha, A Framework for a Palestinian National Security 
Doctrine (Chatham House, 2006).

BAHGAT KORANY
BAHGAT KORANY IS PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL RELA-
TIONS AND POLITICAL ECONOMY AT THE AMERICAN UNIVER-
SITY IN CAIRO (AUC) AND DIRECTOR OF THE AUC FORUM. He 
is an honorary professor at the University of Montreal since 
1994, an elected member of Canada’s Royal Society. He has 
also been a visiting professor at various universities including 
Sciences Po Paris, Oxford University and Harvard University. 
He published about ninety-five book chapters and articles in 
specialised periodicals and twelve books. His first book, Social 
Change, Charisma and International Behaviour was awarded the 
Hauchman Prize in Switzerland. In 2010-2013, he was the Lead 
Author of the tenth Anniversary special volume of the UNDP’s 
Arab Human Development Report. In 2014 he was chosen by 
the International Studies Association for the award ‘Global 
South Scholar’ for life-achievement, succeeding the late Ali 
Mazrui.
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KEITH KRAUSE
KEITH KRAUSE IS PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL RELA-
TIONS/POLITICAL SCIENCE AT THE GRADUATE INSTITUTE IN 
GENEVA where he also is the Director of the Centre on Conflict, 
Development and Peacebuilding (CCDP). Previously, he was 
the Director of the Small Arms Survey which he founded in 
2001 and oversaw the eleven editions (2001-2011) of its Small 
Arms Survey reports. Professor Krause is the author of Arms 
and the State – Patterns of Military Production and Trade 
(Cambridge University Press, 1992), and editor of Armed Groups 
and Contemporary Conflicts – Challenging the Weberian State 
(Routledge, 2010). He co-edited Critical Security Studies 
(University of Minnesota Press) with Michael C. Williams and 
The Global Burden of Armed Violence 2011 – Lethal Encounters 
(Cambridge University Press, 2011) with Elisa Gilgen and 
Robert Muggah.

BRUCE MADDY-WEITZMAN
BRUCE MADDY-WEITZMAN IS ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF MIDDLE EASTERN AND AFRICAN 
HISTORY AT TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY. He is also a Senior 
Research Fellow at the Moshe Dayan Centre for Middle East-
ern and African Studies at Tel Aviv University and Associate 
Scholar at the Foreign Policy Institute in Philadelphia. He is the 
author of A Century of Arab Politics – From the Arab Revolt to the 
Arab Spring (Rowman & Littlefield, 2016), The Berber Identity 
Movement and the Challenge to North African States (University 
of Texas Press, 2011) which was awarded the L. Carl Brown 
Prize by the American Institute for Maghrib Studies in 2013 
and The Crystallisation of the Arab State System, 1945-1954 
(Syracuse University Press, 1993).

NADIA MARZOUKI
NADIA MARZOUKI IS AN ANDREW CARNEGIE CENTENNIAL 
FELLOW, ASH CENTER FOR DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE AND 
INNOVATION AND A RESEARCH FELLOW AT THE BELFER 
CENTER’S MIDDLE EAST INITIATIVE AT HARVARD UNIVER-
SITY. Prior to joining Harvard Kennedy School, she was a 
Research Fellow at the French National Centre of Scientific 
Research (CNRS) in Paris and a consultant for ReligioWest. She 
has been a Postdoctoral fellow at the Council on Middle East-
ern Studies at Yale University and a Visiting scholar at the 
University of Berkeley and at Princeton University. Her work 
examines public controversies about Islam in Europe and the 
United States. She is the author of L’Islam, Une Religion  
Américaine? (Le Seuil, 2013) and co-editor with Olivier Roy of 
Religious conversions in the Mediterranean World, (Palgrave/
Macmillan, 2013).

MOHAMMAD-MAHMOUD OULD MOHAMEDOU
MOHAMMAD-MAHMOUD OULD MOHAMEDOU IS PROFESSOR 
OF INTERNATIONAL HISTORY AT THE GRADUATE INSTITUTE IN 
GENEVA and Lecturer in the doctoral school at Sciences Po 
Paris. Previously, he was Deputy-Director and Academic Dean 
of the Geneva Centre for Security Policy, Associate Director of 
the Harvard University Programme on Humanitarian Policy and 
Conflict Research in Cambridge, Director of Research of the 
International Council on Human Rights Policy and Research 
Associate at the Ralph Bunche Institute on the United Nations 
in New York. Professor Mohamedou is the author Iraq and the 
Second Gulf War – State-Building and Regime Security (Austin 
and Winfield, 2002), Contre-Croisade – Le 11 Septembre et le 
Retournement du Monde (L’Harmattan, 2011), Understanding Al 
Qaeda – Changing War and Global Politics (Pluto Press, 2011), 
Democratisation in the 21st Century – Reviving Transitology 
(Routledge, 2016), edited with Timothy Sisk, and A Theory of 
ISIS – Political Violence and the Transformation of the Global 
Order (Pluto Press and University of Chicago Press, 2017). 
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OLIVIER ROY
OLIVIER ROY IS PROFESSOR AT THE EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY 
INSTITUTE (EUI) IN FLORENCE, ITALY, where he is joint-chair of 
the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies and Political 
and Social Sciences Department of the EUI, and holds the 
Chair in Mediterranean Studies. Previously he has been Senior 
Researcher at the French National Centre of Scientific 
Research (CNRS) and Professor at the EHESS in Paris and has 
been Visiting Professor at Berkeley University. He headed the 
OSCE’s Mission for Tajikistan (1993-94) and was a Consultant 
for the United Nations Office of the Coordinator for Afghani-
stan (1988). He heads the ERC-funded project ReligioWest 
since 2011. Professor Roy is the author notably of Globalized 
Islam (Columbia University Press, 2004), 2004, Holy Ignorance 
(Oxford University Press, 2010) and En Quête de l’Orient Perdu 
(Le Seuil 2014).

ADAM SHATZ
ADAM SHATZ IS A CONTRIBUTING EDITOR AT THE LONDON 
REVIEW OF BOOKS and a Fellow-in-Residence at the New York 
Institute for the Humanities. He has reported notably from 
Algeria, Lebanon, Palestine and Egypt. His work has appeared 
in the New York Review of Books, The New Yorker, The New York 
Times Magazine and other publications.

SALMAN SAYYID
SALMAN SAYYID IS PROFESSOR OF SOCIAL THEORY AND 
DECOLONIAL THOUGHT AND HEAD OF THE SCHOOL OF 
SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL POLICY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
LEEDS. Previously, he has held academic positions in London, 
Manchester and Adelaide. He leads an inter-disciplinary 
research programme on Critical Muslim Studies based on a 
dialogue between decolonial thought and the study of Muslims 
and Islam, and is the founder of the journal ReOrient – The 
Journal of Critical Muslim Studies. Professor Sayyid is the 
author of A Fundamental Fear – Eurocentrism and the Emer-
gence of Islamism (Zed Books, 2004), A Postcolonial People – 
South Asians in Britain (Hurst, 2008), with Nasreen Ali and  
V.S. Kalra, Thinking Through Islamophobia – Global Perspectives 
(Oxford University Press, 2010), with Abdoolkarim Vakil and 
Recalling the Caliphate – Decolonisation and World Order  
(Hurst, 2014).

GARETH STANSFIELD
GARETH STANSFIELD IS PROFESSOR OF MIDDLE EAST POLI-
TICS AND THE AL-QASIMI CHAIR OF ARAB GULF STUDIES AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF EXETER, where he was the Director of the 
Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies (IAIS), standing down for 
research leave between 2015 and 2019. He is a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Arts (FRSA), Fellow of the Royal Geographical 
Society (FRGS) and elected Fellow of the Academy of Social 
Sciences (FAcSS). He is also a Senior Associate Fellow at the 
Royal United Services Institute (RUSI), Global Fellow of the 
Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington, Visiting Professor of 
Northwest University, Xi’an, China, Soran University and Sabis 
University in Erbil (Kurdistan-Iraq) and an Honorary Fellow of 
the University of Pennsylvania’s Program on Ethnic Conflict. He 
is the author notably of The Islamic State, the Kurdistan Region 
and the Future of Iraq (Hurst and Oxford University Press, 2016), 
Iraq – People, History, Politics (Polity, 2016) and The Kurdish 
Question Revisited (Hurst, 2016).
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JORDI TEJEL
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