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EDUCATION 
Academic Education 
09.2010-09.2015 PhD, International History and Politics, Graduate Institute of International and 

Development Studies (IHEID), Geneva.  
  Dissertation title: ‘The Nationalism of the Rich: Discourses and Strategies of Separatist 

Parties in Catalonia, Flanders, Scotland and Padania’. Supervisor: André Liebich. 
Grade: Summa cum laude et les félicitations du jury. 

09.2007-09.2009       Master of Arts, International History and Politics, IHEID, Geneva 
  Dissertation title: ‘Kosovo and Palestine: State-Building under International Protection’. 

 Supervisor: André Liebich. Grade: 5/6. 

10.2004-07.2007       Bachelor’s degree, International and Diplomatic Affairs, University of Trieste (Italy) 
Dissertation title: ‘La costruzione della Grande Serbia tramite la pulizia etnica’. 
Supervisor: Cesare La Mantia. Grade: 110/110 cum laude. 

Other 

06.2016 Essential Tools for R, Flames Summer Course (Leuven Statistics Research Centre). 

02.2015 Quantitative Text Analysis, ECPR Winter School, Bamberg (Germany). 

09.2012-05.2013 Quantitative Methods for the Historian Seminar, organised by the Conférence 
universitaire de Suisse occidentale. 

RESEARCH AND TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

02.2016-current Swiss National Science Foundation Research Fellow, Institute for Social and Political 
Opinion Research, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven 

03.2015-02.2016 Research and Communication Officer, International Development Policy 
(http://poldev.revues.org) 

01.2014-06.2014       Visiting Scholar, School of Nationalism, Boston University. Supervisor: Liah 
Greenfeld 

09.2013-12.2013       Visiting Research Student, Department of Government, London School of 
Economics and Political Science. Supervisor: John Breuilly 

02.2013-07.2013      Teaching Assistant, Department of International History and Politics, IHEID, Geneva 

09.2012-01.2013       Visiting Scholar, Department of Political Science, Vrije Universiteit Brussel. 
Supervisor: Michel Huysseune 

10.2010-08.2012       Research Assistant, International Development Policy 

PUBLICATIONS 

Peer-Reviewed Articles 
2016 ‘New Trends in Justifications for National Self-Determination: Evidence from Scotland and Flanders’, 

Ethnopolitics, 15(2), 211–229, DOI: 10.1080/17449057.2015.1008786, forthcoming in print in early 
2016 

2016  ‘Belgium and the Brussels Question: The Role of Non-Territorial Autonomy’, Ethnopolitics, 15(1), 105–
124, DOI: 10.1080/17449057.2015.1101839 

2015 ‘Crisi economica ed evoluzione del “regionalismo dei ricchi”: la Nieuw-Vlaamse Alliantie, la Lega Nord 
e la retorica europea dell’austerità’, with Michel Huysseune, Polis, 29(2), pp. 221-250, DOI: 
10.1424/80582 
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Book Chapters 
2016 ‘A Partnership of Equals or Equal Members? Equality and Difference in Multinational States’, in 

Greenfeld L. (ed.) Globalisation of Nationalism (Colchester: ECPR Press), chapter 4. 
2016  ‘Belgium: Non-Territorial and Territorial Devolution’, in J. Coakley (ed.) Non-Territorial Autonomy in 

Divided Societies (London: Routledge), chapter 6. 

Working Papers 

2013 ‘Enlargement from Within? Secession and EU Membership’, in Emmanuel Dalle Mulle et al., EU 
Enlargement: Lessons from, and Prospects for, Institute for European Studies Working Paper n. 3, 
www.ies.be   

2011 Asian and African Development Paths. Revisiting Facts and Figures, Geneva, International 
Development Policy Working Paper n. 1, Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, 
poldev.revues.org, with Gilles Carbonnier and Pavel Chakraborky 

Op-ed Articles 
2015 ‘L’indépendance de la Catalogne dans l’impasse?’, Le Temps, 27 November 
2014 ‘Indépendance de la Catalogne: comment sortir de l’impasse?’, Le Temps, 1 December 
2014 ‘Après le non à l’indépendance un soulagement de courte durée’, Le Temps, 24 September 
2014 ‘Scozia e Catalogna pronte per le prime secessioni Ue’, Pagina99, 30 August 
2014 ‘Europa, quei tre popoli in fuga’, Pagina99, 6 February 

GRANTS, AWARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS 

2015 Swiss National Science Foundation, Early Post-Doc Mobility grant for the research project: ‘The 
Cultural Premises of Welfare Producerism’. 

 Period financed: 02.2016-07.2017  

2013 Swiss National Science Foundation, Doc.Mobility grant for the research project: ‘The Nationalism of the 
Rich: Discourses and Strategies of Separatist Parties in Catalonia, Flanders, Scotland and Padania’. 
Period financed: 09.2013-05.2014 

2012 Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva, tuition fee waiver for academic 
year 2012/2013 

CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS 

Invited Speaker 

17.04.2015 ‘Nationalism and Fragmentation in Contemporary Europe’, invited speaker at the 2015 Student 
Forum Maastrich, Working Group n. 3 on ‘Independece of Regions in Europe’, Maastricht 
University, Brussels Campus. 

International Conferences 

08.09.2016   ‘From “Poor Flanders” to “Flanders Being Exploited by the Poor”: the cultural premises of 
welfare producerism in Flanders, some preliminary findings’, European Consortium for Political 
Research General Conference, University of Prague. 

27.07.2016 ‘The Multi-layered Appeal of the N-VA’s Nationalism. The Communitarisation of Political, Socio-
Economic and Cultural Conflicts’, 24th World Congress of the International Political Science 
Association, Poznan. 

10.06.2016 ‘Rejecting Solidarity from the Left: Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya and the Rhetoric of the 
Expoli Fiscal’, International Conference “The Left and Nationalism”, CEVIPOF, Science Po, 
Paris. 

19.04.2016 ‘Of Subsidy Junkies and Fortune Seekers: The Uses and Abuses of Welfare Producerism’, 
Conference of the Association for the Studies of Ethnicity and Nationalism, London School of 
Economics and Political Science. 

28.08.2015 ‘A Partnership of Equals or Equal Membership? Equality and Difference in Multinational States’, 
European Consortium for Political Research General Conference, University of Montreal.  
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25.06.2015 ‘Rise of Separatism or Successful Separatist Parties?’, Pulling Together or Pulling Apart, Identity 
and Nationhood – Spain, Europe and the West, International Conference, Trinity College Dublin. 

04.09.2014 ‘Rational Calculation or Emotional Thrust? Scotland, Catalonia and the Debates over 
Independence’, European Consortium for Political Research General Conference, University of 
Glasgow. 

12.09.2013  ‘Crisi economica ed evoluzione del “regionalismo dei ricchi”’, XXVIII Convegno della Società 
Italiana di Scienza Politica, University of Florence.  

09.04.2013  ‘The Quiet Revolution of National Self-Determination’, Nationalism and Revolution, General 
Conference of the Association for the Studies of Ethnicity and Nationalism, London School of 
Economics and Political Science.  

11.03.2013 ‘Territorialised Non-Territorial Autonomy? The Brussel-Halle-Vilvoorde Controversy and the 
Federalisation of Belgium’, Non-Territorial Autonomy, Multiple Cultures and the Politics of 
Stateless Nations, European Consortium for Political Research Joint Session of Workshops, 
University of Mainz.  

13.12.2012  ‘The Nationalism of the Rich: Discourses and Strategies of Separatist Parties in Padania, 
Catalonia, Scotland and Flanders’, On the Road to Nowhere? Nationalism and Multiculturalism 
in a Diverse World, PhD Seminar, University of Copenhagen.  

University Seminars 

23.04.2014 ‘The Nationalism of the Rich: Discourses and Strategies of Separatist Parties in Padania, 
Catalonia, Scotland and Flanders’, Socratic Conversations Series, Institute for the Advancement 
of the Social Sciences, Boston University. 

22.11.2013 ‘The Nationalism of the Rich: a Comparative Perspective on Padania, Scotland and Flanders’, 
Postgraduate Day on Nationalism and Ethnicity, Department of Government, London School of 
Economics and Political Science.  

11.01.2013 ‘Enlargement from Within? Secession and EU Membership’, EU Enlargement: Lessons from and 
Prospect for, Institute of European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel. 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

02.2014-12.2014 Op-ed editor for Pagina99, Rome, Italian weekly magazine (www.pagina99.it) 

11.2010-03.2012  Stringer for Il Riformista, Rome, Italian daily newspaper 

04.2010-07.2010  Editor and Producer at Europanews, Brussels, multimedia press agency on EU affairs 
(www.europanews.eu) 

11.2009-03.2010 Programme Assistant at 3D à  Trade, Human Rights and Equitable Economy, 
Geneva, advocacy NGO  

05.2006-07.2007  Founder, Editor and Manager at Sconfinare, Gorizia (Italy), bilingual student magazine 
(Italian and Slovene) (www.sconfinare.net) 

MEMBERSHIP OF ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH ASSOCIATIONS 

Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism (ASEN) 
Association for the Study of Nationalities (ASN) 
ECPR Standing Groups Identity and Political Sociology 
H-Nationalism Network Editor in charge of the Secessionism and Separatism Monthly Series 

LANGUAGE SKILLS 

Italian: native speaker 
English and French: fluency in reading, writing and speaking (C2) 
Dutch: intermediate fluency in reading, writing and speaking (B1)  
Spanish and Catalan: reading proficiency 
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IT SKILLS 

MS Office; Apple iWorks; Adobe Acrobat, Photoshop, InDesign: excellent proficiency 
Content Management Systems: good proficiency 
SPSS Statistics, R: intermediate proficiency 

REFERENCES 

André Liebich, Honorary Professor, IHEID, Geneva: andre.liebich@graduateinstitute.ch 
Liah Greenfeld, Professor of Sociology, Political Science and Anthropology, Boston University: lvg@bu.edu 
Michel Huysseune, Associate Professor, Vrije Universiteit Brussel: mjhuysse@vub.ac.be 


